THE SHAKING

{1860} “By some there is shunning of the living testimony. Cutting truths must not be shunned.
It needs something besides theory to reach hearts now. It needs the stirring testimony to alarm
and arouse; that will stir the enemy's subjects, and then honest souls will be led to decide for the
truth. There has been and still is with some a disposition to have everything move on very
smoothly. They see no necessity of straight testimony.

Sins exist in the church that God hates, but they are scarcely touched for fear of making
enemies. Opposition has risen in the church to the plain testimony. Some will not bear it. They
wish smooth things spoken unto them. And if the wrongs of individuals are touched, they
complain of severity, and sympathize with those in the wrong. As Ahab inquired of Elijah, "Art
thou he that troubleth Israel?'" they are ready to look with suspicion and doubt upon those who
bear the plain testimony, and like Ahab overlook the wrong which made it necessary for reproof
and rebuke. When the church depart from God they despise the plain testimony, and complain of
severity and harshness. It is a sad evidence of the lukewarm state of the church.

Just as long as God has a church, he will have those who will cry aloud and spare not, who will
be his instruments to reprove selfishness and sins, and will not shun to declare the whole counsel
of God, whether men will hear or forbear. I saw that individuals would rise up against the plain
testimonies. It does not suit their natural feelings. They would choose to have smooth things
spoken unto them, and have peace cried in their ears. I view the church in a more dangerous
condition than they ever have been. Experimental religion is known but by a few. The shaking
must soon take place to purify the church.

Preachers should have no scruples to preach the truth as it is found in God's word. Let the
truth cut. I have been shown that why ministers have not more success is, they are afraid of
hurting feelings, fearful of not being courteous, and they lower the standard of truth, and conceal
if possible the peculiarity of our faith. I saw that God could not make such successful. The truth
must be made pointed, and the necessity of a decision urged. And as false shepherds are crying,
Peace, and are preaching smooth things, the servants of God must cry aloud, and spare not, and
leave the result with God.” {2SG 283-285}

1862} “I saw that we are now in the shaking time.” 1T 429
now | g

“I was pointed to the providence of God among His people and was shown that every trial
made by the refining, purifying process upon professed Christians proves some to be dross. The
fine gold does not always appear. In every religious crisis some fall under temptation. The
shaking of God blows away multitudes like dry leaves. Prosperity multiplies a mass of professors.
Adversity purges them out of the church. As a class, their spirits are not steadfast with God. They
go out from us because they are not of us: for when tribulation or persecution arises because of

the word, many are offended.” {4T 89.2}

{1882} “The prevailing spirit of our time is that of infidelity and apostasy--a spirit of pretended
illumination because of a knowledge of the truth, but in reality of the blindest presumption.
There is a spirit of opposition to the plain word of God and to the testimony of His Spirit. There
is a spirit of idolatrous exaltation of mere human reason above the revealed wisdom of God.
There are men among us in responsible positions who hold that the opinions of a few conceited
philosophers, so called, are more to be trusted than the truth of the Bible, or the testimonies of
the Holy Spirit. Such a faith as that of Paul, Peter, or John is considered old-fashioned and
insufferable at the present day. It is pronounced absurd, mystical, and unworthy of an intelligent
mind.




God has shown me that these men are Hazaels to prove a scourge to our people. They are wise
above what is written. This unbelief of the very truths of God's word because human judgment
cannot comprehend the mysteries of His work is found in every district, in all ranks of society. It
is taught in most of our schools and comes into the lessons of the nurseries. Thousands who
profess to be Christians give heed to lyving spirits. Everywhere the spirit of darkness in the garb
of religion will confront you.

If all that appears to be divine life were such in reality; if all who profess to present the truth
to the world were preaching for the truth and not against it, and if they were men of God guided
by His Spirit,--then might we see something cheering amid the prevailing moral darkness. But
the spirit of antichrist is prevailing to such an extent as never before. Well may we exclaim:
"Help, Lord; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men." I
know that many think far too favorably of the present time. These ease-loving souls will be
engulfed in the general ruin. Yet we do not despair. We have been inclined to think that where
there are no faithful ministers there can be no true Christians, but this is not the case. God has
promised that where the shepherds are not true He will take charge of the flock Himself. God has
never made the flock wholly dependent upon human instrumentalities. But the days of
purification of the church are hastening on apace. God will have a people pure and true. In the
mighty sifting soon to take place we shall be better able to measure the strength of Israel. The
signs reveal that the time is near when the Lord will manifest that His fan is in His hand. and He
will thoroughly purge His floor.

The days are fast approaching when there will be great perplexity and confusion. Satan,
clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the very elect. There will be gods many and lords
many. Every wind of doctrine will be blowing. Those who have rendered supreme homage to
"science falsely so called" will not be the leaders then. Those who have trusted to intellect, genius,
or talent will not then stand at the head of rank and file. They did not keep pace with the light.
Those who have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the flock. In the last
solemn work few great men will be engaged. They are self-sufficient, independent of God, and He
cannot use them. The Lord has faithful servants, who in the shaking, testing time will be
disclosed to view. There are precious ones now hidden who have not bowed the knee to Baal.
They have not had the light which has been shining in a concentrated blaze upon you. But it may
be under a rough and uninviting exterior the pure brightness of a genuine Christian character
will be revealed. In the day time we look toward heaven but do not see the stars. They are there,
fixed in the firmament, but the eve cannot distinguish them. In the night we behold their genuine
luster.

The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be
urged upon us. Those who have step by step vielded to worldly demands and conformed to
worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject
themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment. and death. The contest is between the
commandments of God and the commandments of men. In this time the gold will be separated
from the dross in the church. True godliness will be clearly distinguished from the appearance
and tinsel of it. Many a star that we have admired for its brilliancy will then go out in darkness.
Chaff like a cloud will be borne away on the wind, even from places where we see only floors of
rich wheat. All who assume the ornaments of the sanctuary, but are not clothed with Christ's
righteousness, will appear in the shame of their own nakedness.

When trees without fruit are cut down as cumberers of the ground, when multitudes of false
brethren are distinguished from the true, then the hidden ones will be revealed to view, and with
hosannas range under the banner of Christ. Those who have been timid and self-distrustful will
declare themselves openly for Christ and His truth. The most weak and hesitating in the church

will be as David--willing to do and dare. The deeper the night for God's people, the more brilliant




the stars. Satan will sorely harass the faithful; but, in the name of Jesus, they will come off more
than conquerors. Then will the church of Christ appear "fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an army with banners."

The seeds of truth that are being sown by missionary efforts will then spring up and blossom
and bear fruit. Souls will receive the truth who will endure tribulation and praise God that they
may suffer for Jesus. "In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world." When the overflowing scourge shall pass through the earth, when the fan is
purging Jehovah's floor, God will be the help of His people. The trophies of Satan may be exalted
on high, but the faith of the pure and holy will not be daunted. {S5T 79-82}

{1897} “Brother Haskell spoke, taking for his subject the sanctuary question, which is present
truth. McCullagh makes derision of this subject, thus showing that the counsel given him to seek
to know more of present truth, and stating that he had only a superficial knowledge of it, was
correct. He knows very little of the precious truth for this time, because he has not sunk the shaft
deep into the mine of truth to discover the precious ore.

God's Spirit has illuminated every page of Holy Writ, but there are those upon whom it makes
but little impression, because it is imperfectly understood. When the shaking comes, by the
introduction of false theories, these surface readers, anchored nowhere, are like shifting sand.
They slide into any position to suit the tenor of their feelings of bitterness. This is the way
McCullagh has done. He has indulged his feelings against me, without intimating to me one word
in regard to his difficulties.

I am so grateful to God that the Word of God is plain and clear when our hearts are in
harmony with it.” {11MR 206}

{1902} “If we can get a place that is completed or partially finished, that will be better than to
put up a large building just now, when we know that the end is near and every city is to be turned
upside down every way. There will be confusion in every city. Everything that can be shaken is to
be shaken, and we do not know what will come next. The judgments will be according to the
wickedness of the people and the light of truth that they have had. If they have had the truth,
according to that light will be the punishment. Christ pronounced His woes on the cities that had
had most of His instruction. ... There is a spirit of desperation, of war and bloodshed, and that
spirit will increase until the very close of time. Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in
their foreheads--it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both
intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved--just as soon as God's people are sealed
and prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already. The judgments of God
are now upon the land, to give us warning, that we may know what is coming.”--Ms. 173, 1902,
pp. 1-6. ("Medical Missionary Work in Southern California," Interview held in Los Angeles,
California, September 15, 1902.) {10MR 250-252}

NOTE: The shaking referred to here is NOT the shaking of the CHURCH, but the shaking of earth
and heaven: Haggai 2:6,7; Heb. 12:26,27; Luke 21:26

“The time has come when everything that can be shaken will be shaken. We are in the shaking
time. Be assured that only those who live the prayer of Christ for unity among His disciples,
working it out in practical life, will stand the test.

The enemy will make most determined efforts to ensnare those who should be co-workers with
Christ. All who seek to qualify themselves for the Lord's work are the objects of Satan's attacks.
But the unity and love for which Christ prayed is an impregnable barrier against the enemy.
When there is dissension, when each one seeks the highest place, the prayer of Christ is not




answered. The enemy finds easy access, and there is weakness instead of strength in the Church.
Those who exalt self place themselves in Satan's power, and are prepared to receive his
deceptions as truth.” {RH, June 18, 1901}

{1886} “We are to be ready and waiting for the orders of God. Nations will be stirred to their
very center. Support will be withdrawn from those who proclaim God's only standard of
righteousness, the only sure test of character. And all who will not bow to the decrees of the
national councils and obey the national laws to exalt the sabbath instituted by the man of sin to
the disregard of God's holy day, will feel, not the oppressive power of popery alone, but of the
Protestant world, the image of the beast.

Satan will work his miracles to deceive; he will set up his power as supreme. The church may
appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted
out--the chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it
must take place. None but those who have been overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the
word of their testimony will be found with the loyal and true, without spot or stain of sin, without
guile in their mouths. We must be divested of our self-righteousness and arrayed in the
righteousness of Christ.

The remnant that purify their souls by obeying the truth gather strength from the trying
process, exhibiting the beauty of holiness amid the surrounding apostasy. All these, He says, "I
have graven ... upon the palms of my hands" [Isaiah 49:16]. They are held in everlasting,
imperishable remembrance. We want faith now, living faith. We want to have a living testimony
that shall cut to the heart of the sinner. There is too much sermonizing and too little ministering.
We want the holy unction. We need the spirit and fervor of the truth. Many of the ministers are
half paralyzed by their own defects of character. They need the converting power of God.

That which God required of Adam before his fall was perfect obedience to His law. God
requires now what He required of Adam, perfect obedience, righteousness without a flaw, without
shortcoming in His sight. God help us to render to Him all His law requires. We cannot do this
without that faith that brings Christ's righteousness into daily practice....

The great issue so near at hand will weed out those whom God has not appointed, and He will
have a pure, true, sanctified ministry prepared for the latter rain. {12MR 324-7}

“As trials thicken around us, both separation and unity will be seen in our ranks. Some who
are now ready to take up weapons of warfare will in times of real peril make it manifest that they
have not built upon the solid rock:; they will vield to temptation. Those who have had great light
and precious privileges, but have not improved them, will, under one pretext or another, go out
from us. Not having received the love of the truth, they will be taken in the delusions of the
enemy: they will give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and will depart from the
faith. But, on the other hand. when the storm of persecution really breaks upon us, the true sheep
will hear the true Shepherd's voice. Self-denving efforts will be put forth to save the lost, and
many who have straved from the fold will come back to follow the great Shepherd. The people of
God will draw together and present to the enemy a united front. In view of the common peril,
strife for supremacy will cease; there will be no disputing as to who shall be accounted greatest.
No one of the true believers will say: "I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas." The
testimony of one and all will be: "I cleave unto Christ: I rejoice in Him as my personal Saviour."

Thus will the truth be brought into practical life, and thus will be answered the praver of
Christ, uttered just before His humiliation and death: "That they all may be one; as Thou,
Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that
Thou hast sent Me." John 17:21. The love of Christ, the love of our brethren, will testify to the
world that we have been with Jesus and learned of Him. Then will the message of the third angel




swell to a loud cry. and the whole earth will be lightened with the glory of the Lord. {6T 400, 401}

“With unerring accuracy the Infinite One still keeps an account with all nations. While His
mercy is tendered with calls to repentance, this account will remain open; but when the figures
reach a certain amount which God has fixed, the ministry of His wrath commences. The account
is closed. Divine patience ceases. There is no more pleading of mercy in their behalf...

The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its power. At the time when the danger and
depression of the church are greatest, the little company who are standing in the light will be
sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the land. But more especially will their
prayers arise in behalf of the church because its members are doing after the manner of the
world.

The earnest prayers of this faithful few will not be in vain. When the Lord comes forth as an
avenger, He will also come as a protector of all those who have preserved the faith in its purity
and kept themselves unspotted from the world. It is at this time that God has promised to avenge
His own elect which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them.

The command is: ""Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a
mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done
in the midst thereof." These sighing, crying ones had been holding forth the words of life; they
had reproved, counseled, and entreated. Some who had been dishonoring God repented and
humbled their hearts before Him. But the glory of the Lord had departed from Israel; although
many still continued the forms of religion, His power and presence were lacking.

In the time when His wrath shall go forth in judgments, these humble, devoted followers of
Christ will be distinguished from the rest of the world by their soul anguish, which is expressed in
lamentation and weeping, reproofs and warnings. While others try to throw a cloak over the
existing evil, and excuse the great wickedness everywhere prevalent, those who have a zeal for
God's honor and a love for souls will not hold their peace to obtain favor of any. Their righteous
souls are vexed day by day with the unholy works and conversation of the unrighteous. They are
powerless to stop the rushing torrent of iniquity, and hence they are filled with grief and alarm.
They mourn before God to see religion despised in the very homes of those who have had great
light. They lament and afflict their souls because pride, avarice, selfishness, and deception of
almost every kind are in the church. The Spirit of God, which prompts to reproof, is trampled
underfoot, while the servants of Satan triumph. God is dishonored, the truth made of none effect.

The class who do not feel grieved over their own spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins
of others, will be left without the seal of God. The Lord commissions His messengers, the men
with slaughtering weapons in their hands: "Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not
your eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children,
and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary.
Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house."

Here we see that the church--the Lord's sanctuary--was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath
of God. The ancient men, those to whom God had given great light and who had stood as
guardians of the spiritual interests of the people, had betrayed their trust. They had taken the
position that we need not look for miracles and the marked manifestation of God's power as in
former days. Times have changed. These words strengthen their unbelief, and they say: The Lord
will not do good, neither will He do evil. He is too merciful to visit His people in judgment. Thus
""Peace and safety" is the cry from men who will never again lift up their voice like a trumpet to
show God's people their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins. These dumb dogs that
would not bark are the ones who feel the just vengeance of an offended God. Men, maidens, and
little children all perish together.

The abominations for which the faithful ones were sighing and crying were all that could be




discerned by finite eyes, but by far the worst sins, those which provoked the jealousy of the pure
and holy God, were unrevealed. The great Searcher of hearts knoweth every sin committed in
secret by the workers of iniquity. These persons come to feel secure in their deceptions and,
because of His long-suffering, say that the Lord seeth not, and then act as though He had
forsaken the earth. But He will detect their hypocrisy and will open before others those sins
which they were so careful to hide.

No superiority of rank, dignity, or worldly wisdom, no position in sacred office, will preserve
men from sacrificing principle when left to their own deceitful hearts. Those who have been
regarded as worthy and righteous prove to be ring-leaders in apostasy and examples in
indifference and in the abuse of God's mercies. Their wicked course He will tolerate no longer,
and in His wrath He deals with them without mercy.

It is with reluctance that the Lord withdraws His presence from those who have been blessed
with great light and who have felt the power of the word in ministering to others. They were once

His faithful servants, favored with His presence and guidance; but thev departed from Him and
led others into error, and therefore are brought under the divine displeasure.” ST 208-212

THE SUNDAY MOVEMENT

In the Fiftieth Congress, during the First Session, Senator Henry William Blair proposed S.2983, with

the intention "To secure to the people the enjoyment of the first day of the week, commonly known

as the Lord's Day, as a day of rest, and to promote its observance as a day of worship."It was the
first in a series of national rest bills proposed from the late nineteenth to the early twentieth
century. The details of the bill as amended and introduced in December 1888 (originally
introduced on May 21) follows:

The Bill with Changes Desired by the American Sabbath Union
Unanimously adopted December 12, 1888. (Changes indicated by the full-
face letters and stars.)

A Bill to secure to the People the enjoyment of the Lord's Day, commonly
known as Sunday , as a Day of Rest, and to Protect its observance as a
Day of Religious Worship.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That on Sunday , no person or
corporation, or the agent, servant, or employE of any person or
corporation, shall perform, or authorize to be performed, any secular work,
labor, or business, * * * works of necessity, mercy, and humanity excepted;
nor shall any person engage in any play, game, show, exhibition, or
amusement * * * open to the public, or of a public character, in any
Territory, district, vessel, or place subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the
United States; nor shall it be lawful for any person or corporation to receive
pay for labor or service performed or rendered in violation of this section.
SEC. 2. That no mails or mail matter shall hereafter be transported in time
of peace over any land postal route, nor shall any mail matter be collected,



assorted, handled, or delivered during any part of Sunday.

SEC. 3.That the prosecution of commerce between the States and with the
Indian tribes, * * * by the transportation of persons or property by land or
water * * * on the first day of the week * * * is hereby prohibited, and any
person or corporation, or the agent or employE of any person or
corporation, who shall * * * violate this section, shall be punished by a fine
of not less than ten nor more than one thousand dollars, and no service
performed in the prosecution of such prohibited commerce shall be lawful,
nor shall any compensation be recoverable, or be paid for the same.

SEC. 4. That all military and naval drills, musters, and parades, not in time
of active service or immediate preparation therefore, of soldiers, sailors,
marines, or cadets of the United States, on the first day of the week,
except assemblies, are hereby prohibited; nor shall any unnecessary labor
be performed or permitted in the military or naval service of the United
States on the Lord's day.

SEC. 5. That it shall be unlawful to pay or to receive payment or wages in
any manner for service rendered, or for labor performed, or for the
transportation of persons or of property in violation of the provisions of this
act, nor shall any action lie for the recovery thereof; and when so paid,
whether in advance or otherwise, the same may be recovered back by
whoever shall first sue for the same.

SEC. 6. That labor or service performed and rendered on Sunday in
consequence of accident or disaster, or unavoidable delays in making the
regular connections upon postal routes and routes of travel and
transportation, the * * * transportation and delivery of milk before 5 A.M.
and after 10 P.M. * * * shall not be deemed violations of this act, but the
same shall be construed, so far as possible, to secure to the whole people
rest from toil during Sunday , their mental and moral culture, and the
protection of the religious observance of the * * * day.

“The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed before probation
closes:; for it is to be the great test for the people of God, by which their eternal destiny will be
decided. Your position is such a jumble of inconsistencies that but few will be deceived.

In Revelation 13 this subject is plainly presented; [Revelation 13:11-17, quoted].

This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who prove their
loyalty to God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under
the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living God. Those who yvield
the truth of heavenly origin, and accept the Sunday sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast.
What need will there be of the solemn warning not to receive the mark of the beast, when all the
saints of God are sealed and ticketed for the New Jerusalem? "O consistency, thou art a jewel!"”
15SMR 15




“About four months since, I had a vision of events, all in the future. And I saw the time of
trouble, such as never was,--Jesus told me it was the time of Jacob's trouble, and that we should
be delivered out of it by the voice of God. Just before we entered it, we all received the seal of the
living God. Then I saw the four Angels cease to hold the four winds. And I saw famine, pestilence
and sword, nation rose against nation, and the whole world was in confusion. Then we cried to
God for deliverance day and night till we began to hear the bells on Jesus' garment. And I saw
Jesus rise up in the Holiest, and as he came out we heard the tinkling of bells, and knew our High
Priest was coming out. Then we heard the voice of God which shook the heavens and earth, and
gave the 144,000 the day and hour of Jesus' coming. Then the saints were free, united and full of
the glory of God, for he had turned their captivity. And I saw a flaming cloud come where Jesus
stood and he laid off his priestly garment and put on his Kingly robe, took his place on the cloud
which carried him to the east where it first appeared to the saints on earth, a small black cloud,
which was the sign of the Son of Man. While the cloud was passing from the Holiest to the east
which took a number of days, the Synagogue of Satan worshiped at the saints feet.” The Daystar
3/14/46

“Heretofore those who presented the truths of the third angel's message have often been
regarded as mere alarmists. Their predictions that religious intolerance would gain control in the
United States, that church and state would unite to persecute those who keep the commandments
of God, have been pronounced groundless and absurd. It has been confidently declared that this
land could never become other than what it has been--the defender of religious freedom. But
as the question of enforcing Sunday observance is widely agitated, the event so long doubted and
disbelieved is seen to be approaching, and the third message will produce an effect which it could

not have had before.” {GC 605,606}

“The dignitaries of church and state will unite to bribe, persuade, or compel all classes to
honor the Sunday. The lack of divine authority will be supplied by oppressive enactments.
Political corruption is destroying love of justice and regard for truth; and even in free America,
rulers and legislators, in order to secure public favor, will yield to the popular demand for a law

enforcing Sunday observance.” GC 592

“Secular rulers and religious leaders will unite to enforce the observance of the Sunday; and as
milder measures fail, the most oppressive laws will be enacted. It will be urged that the few who
stand in opposition to an institution of the church and a law of the land ought not to be tolerated,
and a decree will finally be issued denouncing them as deserving of the severest punishment, and
giving the people liberty, after a certain time, to put them to death.” 4SP 444,445

“The time of trouble is about to come upon the people of God. Then it is that the decree will go
forth forbidding those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord to buy or sell, and threatening them
with punishment, and even death, if they do not observe the first day of the week as the
Sabbath.” HS 156

“The faith of Jesus and the testimony of Jesus are blended. They are to be clearly presented to
the world. But in God's word we are shown the consequences of proclaiming this message. '""The
dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." A refusal to obey the
commandments of God, and a determination to cherish hatred against those who proclaim these




commandments, leads to the most determined war on the part of the dragon, whose whole
energies are brought to bear against the commandment-keeping people of God. ""He causeth all,
both small and great. .. to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads." Not only
are men not to work with their hands on Sunday, but with their minds are they to acknowledge
Sunday as the Sabbath. "And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the
name of the beast, or the number of his name." PH 086 6,7

“You will always find Satan on the side of the oppressor. God does not oppress. God does not
bring them [people] in by persecution, for He has let them live all this time, but when Satan gets
the lines in his hands, he takes the spurious sabbath and sets it up against the perfection of Christ
and [says]| you have got to keep it. That is the spirit of persecution and oppression and bondage.
It goes right with the spurious sabbath that has not one syllable for its sanctity in the Word of
God. "If you do not keep Sunday, you will not buy or sell." And not only that, but they work their
oppression in every way possible, but thank God, He lives.” SMR 47

“The assertion that God's judgments are visited upon men for their violation of the Sunday-
sabbath, will be repeated; already it is beginning to be urged. And a movement to enforce Sunday
observance is fast gaining ground.” GC 579,580

“The teachings of religious leaders have opened the door to infidelity, to spiritualism, and to
contempt for God's holy law; and upon these leaders rests a fearful responsibility for the iniquity
that exists in the Christian world.

Yet this very class put forth the claim that the fast-spreading corruption is largely attributable
to the desecration of the so-called "Christian sabbath,'" and that the enforcement of Sunday
observance would greatly improve the morals of society. This claim is especially urged in
America, where the doctrine of the true Sabbath has been most widely preached. ” GC 587

“Destruction will be upon both man and beast. "The earth mourneth and fadeth away," "the
haughty people . . . do languish. The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because
they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant." Isaiah
24:4, 5.

And then the great deceiver will persuade men that those who serve God are causing these
evils. The class that have provoked the displeasure of Heaven will charge all their troubles upon
those whose obedience to God's commandments is a perpetual reproof to transgressors. It will be
declared that men are offending God by the violation of the Sunday sabbath; that this sin has
brought calamities which will not cease until Sunday observance shall be strictly enforced: and
that those who present the claims of the fourth commandment, thus destroying reverence for
Sunday, are troublers of the people, preventing their restoration to divine favor and temporal
prosperity.” GC 590

“Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be brought. The powers of earth, uniting to war
against the commandments of God, will decree that "all, both small and great, rich and poor, free
and bond" (Revelation 13:16), shall conform to the customs of the church by the observance of
the false sabbath. All who refuse compliance will be visited with civil penalties, and it will finally
be declared that they are deserving of death. On the other hand, the law of God enjoining the
Creator's rest day demands obedience and threatens wrath against all who transgress its
precepts.

With the issue thus clearly brought before him, whoever shall trample upon God's law to obey

a human enactment receives the mark of the beast; he accepts the sign of allegiance to the power




which he chooses to obey instead of God. The warning from heaven is: "If any man worship the
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of
the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His
indignation." Revelation 14:9, 10.

But not one is made to suffer the wrath of God until the truth has been brought home to his
mind and conscience, and has been rejected. There are many who have never had an opportunity
to hear the special truths for this time. The obligation of the fourth commandment has never
been set before them in its true light. He who reads every heart and tries every motive will leave
none who desire a knowledge of the truth, to be deceived as to the issues of the controversy. The
decree is not to be urged upon the people blindly. Everyone is to have sufficient light to make his
decision intelligently.

The Sabbath will be the great test of lovalty, for it is the point of truth especially controverted.
When the final test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line of distinction will be drawn
between those who serve God and those who serve Him not.” GC 604,605

“As the controversy extends into new fields and the minds of the people are called to God's
downtrodden law, Satan is astir. The power attending the message will only madden those who
oppose it. The clergy will put forth almost superhuman efforts to shut away the light lest it should
shine upon their flocks. By every means at their command they will endeavor to suppress the
discussion of these vital questions. The church appeals to the strong arm of civil power, and, in
this work, papists and Protestants unite. As the movement for Sunday enforcement becomes
more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against commandment keepers. They will be
threatened with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of influence, and
other rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce their faith. But their steadfast answer
is: "Show us from the word of God our error'--the same plea that was made by Luther under
similar circumstances. Those who are arraigned before the courts make a strong vindication of
the truth, and some who hear them are led to take their stand to keep all the commandments of
God. Thus light will be brought before thousands who otherwise would know nothing of these
truths.” GC 607

“As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but
have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the
ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to
view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose
the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ
their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their former
brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these
apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false
reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them.” GC 608

“As the opposition rises to a fiercer height, the servants of God are again perplexed; for it seems
to them that they have brought the crisis. But conscience and the word of God assure them that
their course is right; and although the trials continue, they are strengthened to bear them. The
contest grows closer and sharper, but their faith and courage rise with the emergency. Their
testimony is: ""We dare not tamper with God's word, dividing His holy law; calling one portion
essential and another nonessential, to gain the favor of the world. The Lord whom we serve is
able to deliver us. Christ has conquered the powers of earth; and shall we be afraid of a world
already conquered?'" {GC 610}




“The opposition of the enemies of truth will be restrained that the third angel's message may do
its work. When the final warning shall be given, it will arrest the attention of these leading men
through whom the Lord is now working, and some of them will accept it, and will stand with the

people of God through the time of trouble.” {GC 611}

"I saw that the holy Sabbath is, and will be, the separating wall between the true Israel of God
and unbelievers; and that the Sabbath is the great question to unite the hearts of God's dear,
waiting saints. I saw that God had children who do not see and keep the Sabbath. They have not
rejected the light upon it. And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with
the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully."

This view was given in 1847 when there were but very few of the Advent brethren observing
the Sabbath, and of these but few supposed that its observance was of sufficient importance to
draw a line between the people of God and unbelievers. Now the fulfilment of that view is
beginning to be seen. '""The commencement of that time of trouble," here mentioned does not
refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a short period just before
they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. At that time, while the work of salvation is
closing, trouble will be coming on the earth, and the nations will be angry. vet held in check so as
not to prevent the work of the third angel. At that time the "latter rain," or refreshing from the
presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the loud voice of the third angel, and prepare
the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues shall be poured out.” EW 85,86

“As men depart further and further from God, Satan is permitted to have power over the
children of disobedience. He hurls destruction among men. There is calamity by land and sea.
Property and life are destroyed by fire and flood. Satan resolves to charge this upon those who
refuse to bow to the idol which he has set up. His agents point to Seventh-day Adventists as the
cause of the trouble. "These people stand out in defiance of law," they say. "They desecrate
Sunday. Were they compelled to obey the law for Sunday observance, there would be a cessation
of these terrible judgments."

The civil power is called to the aid of the Church in persecuting those who keep holy the
seventh day. The Church and the world are united in trampling upon God's commandments, and
those who obey these commandments they threaten with death. John declares, '"The dragon was
wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." The decree goes forth that no
man shall be allowed to buy or sell save he that has the mark or the number of the Beast.” {RH,
July 16, 1901}

THE LATTER RAIN

""Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and
give them showers of rain." '""He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and
the latter rain." In the East the former rain falls at the sowing time. It is necessary in order that
the seed may germinate. Under the influence of the fertilizing showers, the tender shoot springs
up. The latter rain, falling near the close of the season, ripens the grain and prepares it for the
sickle. The Lord employs these operations of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. As
the dew and the rain are given first to cause the seed to germinate, and then to ripen the harvest,
so the Holy Spirit is given to carry forward, from one stage to another, the process of spiritual
growth. The ripening of the grain represents the completion of the work of God's grace in the
soul. By the power of the Holy Spirit the moral image of God is to be perfected in the character.
We are to be wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ.




The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spiritual grace that prepares the
church for the coming of the Son of man. But unless the former rain has fallen, there will be no
life; the green blade will not spring up. Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter
rain can bring no seed to perfection.

There is to be "first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear." There must be a
constant development of Christian virtue, a constant advancement in Christian experience...

It is God who began the work, and He will finish His work, making man complete in Jesus
Christ. But there must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those who
are living up to the light they have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily advancing in the
exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the
Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or
receive it.

At no point in our experience can we dispense with the assistance of that which enables us to
make the first start. The blessings received under the former rain are needful to us to the end. Yet
these alone will not suffice. While we cherish the blessing of the early rain, we must not, on the
other hand, lose sight of the fact that without the latter rain, to fill out the ears and ripen the
grain, the harvest will not be ready for the sickle, and the labor of the sower will have been in
vain. Divine grace is needed at the beginning, divine grace at every step of advance, and divine
grace alone can complete the work. There is no place for us to rest in a careless attitude....

""Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain." Do not rest satisfied that in the ordinary
course of the season, rain will fall. Ask for it. The growth and perfection of the seed rests not with
the husbandman. God alone can ripen the harvest. But man's co-operation is required. God's
work for us demands the action of our mind, the exercise of our faith. We must seek His favors
with the whole heart if the showers of grace are to come to us. We should improve every
opportunity of placing ourselves in the channel of blessing. Christ has said, ""Where two or three
are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst." The convocations of the church, as
in camp meetings, the assemblies of the home church, and all occasions where there is personal
labor for souls, are God's appointed opportunities for giving the early and the latter rain....

As we seek God for the Holy Spirit, it will work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious
dependence upon God for the perfecting latter rain. If we pray for the blessing in faith, we shall
receive it as God has promised....

The dispensation in which we are now living is to be, to those that ask, the dispensation of the
Holy Spirit. Ask for His blessing. It is time we were more intense in our devotion. To us is
committed the arduous, but happy, glorious work of revealing Christ to those who are in
darkness. We are called to proclaim the special truths for this time. For all this the outpouring of
the Spirit is essential. We should pray for it. The Lord expects us to ask Him.” TM 506-512

“God leads His people on, step by step. He brings them up to different points calculated to
manifest what is in the heart. Some endure at one point, but fall off at the next. At every

advanced point the heart is tested and tried a little closer. If the professed people of God find
their hearts opposed to this straight work, it should convince them that they have a work to do to
overcome, if they would not be spewed out of the mouth of the Lord. Said the angel: ""God will
bring His work closer and closer to test and prove every one of His people." Some are willing to
receive one point; but when God brings them to another testing point, they shrink from it and
stand back, because they find that it strikes directly at some cherished idol. Here they have
opportunity to see what is in their hearts that shuts out Jesus. They prize something higher than
the truth, and their hearts are not prepared to receive Jesus. Individuals are tested and proved a
length of time to see if they will sacrifice their idols and heed the counsel of the True Witness. If
any will not be purified through obeying the truth, and overcome their selfishness, their pride,




and evil passions, the angels of God have the charge: "They are joined to their idols, let them
alone," and they pass on to their work, leaving these with their sinful traits unsubdued, to the
control of evil angels. Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be
the price what it may, have heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they will receive the
latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation.” 1T 187

“] saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of
"refreshing' and the "latter rain" to fit them to stand in the day of the L.ord and to live in His
sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the
needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them
to live in the sight of a holy God. Those who refuse to be hewed by the prophets and fail to purify
their souls in obeying the whole truth, and who are willing to believe that their condition is far
better than it really is, will come up to the time of the falling of the plagues, and then see that they
needed to be hewed and squared for the building. But there will be no time then to do it and no
Mediator to plead their cause before the Father. Before this time the awfully solemn declaration
has gone forth, '"He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." T
saw that none could share the "refreshing' unless they obtain the victory over every besetment,
over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action.” EW 71

“The great outpouring of the Spirit of God, which lightens the whole earth with His glory, will
not come until we have an enlightened people. that know by experience what it means to be
laborers together with God. When we have entire, wholehearted consecration to the service of
Christ, God will recognize the fact by an outpouring of His Spirit without measure; but this will
not be while the largest portion of the church are not laborers together with God.”--Review and
Herald, July 21, 1896

“The treasury of the Lord is wanting funds with which to carry the work as fast as it is the
pleasure of the Lord that it should go; and the world, seeing the indifference manifested, is not
affected by the message as it would be if every heart were warm with the love, which in every act
and word expresses its devotion as did the life of Christ, our Pattern. The Lord will find every
honest soul and be honored with His service. The windows of heaven will be opened, and He will
be refreshed with such abundant blessings, '"that there shall not be room enough to receive it."
Then there will be meat in the Lord's house, '""and all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be
a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts."

The work then, must be observed of all nations, whether it is in an indifferent state, or moving
in the fulness of the power of God. When it reaches that stage that God's people walk with Him in
such confidence as this chapter describes, the message will be attended by the refreshing showers
of the latter rain, and the earth will be speedily lighted by His glory.

This is an individual work, and an everyday life.”-- BTS, November 1, 1911

"When the churches become living, working churches, then the Holy Spirit will be given in
answer to their sincere requests. Then the windows of heaven will be open for the showers of the
'latter rain.'"--""Review and Herald," February 25, 1890.

“A most solemn responsibility rests on me to say to you, " Your only hope is in God." Before
giving us the baptism of the Holy Spirit, our heavenly Father will try us, to see if we can live
without dishonoring Him. Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. Do not think, my
children, that you have received all the spiritual help you need. And do not think that you can



have great spiritual blessings without complying with the conditions God Himself has laid down.”
1 MR 178

“The Lord calls for united action. Well organized efforts must be made to secure laborers. There
are poor, honest, humble souls whom the Lord will put in your places, who have never had the
opportunities you have had and could not because you were not worked by the Holy Spirit. We_
may be sure that when the Holy Spirit is poured out, those who did not receive and appreciate the
early rain will not see or understand the value of the latter rain.” 1 MR 180

“The latter rain is coming on those that are pure -- all then will receive it as formerly. When
the four angels let go, Christ will set up His kingdom. None receive the latter rain but those who
are doing all they can. Christ would help us. All could be overcomers by the grace of God,
through the blood of Jesus.” SpM 3

“ I saw that God had children who do not see and keep the Sabbath. They have not rejected the

light upon it. And_at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost
as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully.” EW 33

“We must not wait for the latter rain. It is coming upon all who will recognize and appropriate
the dew and showers of grace that fall upon us. When we gather up the fragments of light, when

we appreciate the sure mercies of God, who loves to have us trust Him, then every promise will be
fulfilled. [Isaiah 61:11 quoted.] The whole earth is to be filled with the glory of God” 7BC 984

THE SEALING

“Jesus is in His holy temple and will now accept our sacrifices, our prayers, and our confessions
of faults and sins and will pardon all the transgressions of Israel, that they may be blotted out
before He leaves the sanctuary. When Jesus leaves the sanctuary, then they who are holy and
righteous will be holy and righteous still; for all their sins will then be blotted out, and they will
be sealed with the seal of the living God. But those that are unjust and filthy will be unjust and
filthy still; for then there will be no Priest in the sanctuary to offer their sacrifices, their
confessions, and their prayers before the Father's throne. Therefore what is done to rescue souls
from the coming storm of wrath must be done before Jesus leaves the most holy place of the
heavenly sanctuary.” EW 48

“And I saw the time of trouble, such as never was,--Jesus told me it was the time of Jacob's
trouble, and that we should be delivered out of it by the voice of God. Just before we entered it,
we all received the seal of the living God. Then I saw the four Angels cease to hold the four winds.
And I saw famine, pestilence and sword, nation rose against nation, and the whole world was in
confusion. Then we cried to God for deliverance day and night till we began to hear the bells on
Jesus' garment. And I saw Jesus rise up in the Holiest, and as he came out we heard the tinkling
of bells, and knew our High Priest was coming out. Then we heard the voice of God which shook
the heavens and earth, and gave the 144,000 the day and hour of Jesus' coming. Then the saints
were free, united and full of the glory of God, for he had turned their captivity. And I saw a
flaming cloud come where Jesus stood and he laid off his priestly garment and put on his kingly
robe, took his place on the cloud which carried him to the east where it first appeared to the
saints on earth, a small black cloud, which was the sign of the Son of Man. While the cloud was
passing from the Holiest to the east which took a number of days, the Synagogue of Satan




worshiped at the saints feet.” DS 3/14/46

“I saw that those who of late have embraced the truth would have to know what it is to suffer for
Christ's sake, that they would have trials to pass through that would be keen and cutting, in
order that they may be purified and fitted through suffering to receive the seal of the living God,
pass through the time of trouble, see the King in His beauty, and dwell in the presence of God and
of pure, holy angels.” {EW 67.1}

“The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed before probation
closes: for it is to be the great test for the people of God, by which their eternal destiny will be
decided. Your position is such a jumble of inconsistencies that but few will be deceived. In
Revelation 13 this subject is plainly presented; [Revelation 13:11-17, quoted]. This is the test that
the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who prove their loyalty to God by
observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under the banner of the
Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living God. 15SMR 15

“The Lord would teach man the lesson that, though united in church capacity, he is not saved
until the seal of God is placed upon him, and he is made complete in Christ.” {11MR 367.2}

“The day of God's vengeance is just upon us. The seal of God will be placed upon the foreheads
of those only who sigh and cry for the abominations done in the land. Those who link in
sympathy with the world are eating and drinking with the drunken and will surely be destroyed
with the workers of iniquity. '"The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open
unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil."

Our own course of action will determine whether we shall receive the seal of the living God or
be cut down by the destroying weapons. Already a few drops of God's wrath have fallen upon the
earth; but when the seven last plagues shall be poured out without mixture into the cup of His
indignation, then it will be forever too late to repent and find shelter. No atoning blood will then
wash away the stains of sin.

""And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of
thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even
to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found
written in the book." When this time of trouble comes, every case is decided; there is no longer
probation, no longer mercy for the impenitent. The seal of the living God is upon His people. This
small remnant, unable to defend themselves in the deadly conflict with the powers of earth that
are marshaled by the dragon host, make God their defense. The decree has been passed by the
highest earthly authority that they shall worship the beast and receive his mark under pain of
persecution and death. May God help His people now, for what can they then do in such a fearful
conflict without His assistance!

Courage, fortitude, faith, and implicit trust in God's power to save do not come in a moment.
These heavenly graces are acquired by the experience of years. By a life of holy endeavor and
firm adherence to the right the children of God were sealing their destiny. Beset with temptations
without number, they knew they must resist firmly or be conquered. They felt that they had a
great work to do, and at any hour they might be called to lay off their armor; and should they
come to the close of life with their work undone, it would be an eternal loss. They eagerly
accepted the light from heaven, as did the first disciples from the lips of Jesus. When those early
Christians were exiled to mountains and deserts, when left in dungeons to die with hunger, cold,
and torture, when martyrdom seemed the only way out of their distress, they rejoiced that they
were counted worthy to suffer for Christ, who was crucified for them. Their worthy example will




be a comfort and encouragement to the people of God who will be brought into the time of
trouble such as never was. Not all who profess to keep the Sabbath will be sealed.

There are many even among those who teach the truth to others who will not receive the seal of
God in their foreheads. They had the light of truth, they knew their Master's will, they
understood every point of our faith, but they had not corresponding works. These who were so
familiar with prophecy and the treasures of divine wisdom should have acted their faith. They
should have commanded their households after them, that by a well-ordered family they might
present to the world the influence of the truth upon the human heart.

By their lack of devotion and piety, and their failure to reach a high religious standard, they
make other souls contented with their position. Men of finite judgment cannot see that in
patterning after these men who have so often opened to them the treasures of God's word, they
will surely endanger their souls. Jesus is the only true pattern. Everyone must now search the
Bible for himself upon his knees before God, with the humble, teachable heart of a child, if he
would know what the Lord requires of him. However high any minister may have stood in the
favor of God, if he neglects to follow out the light given him of God, if he refuses to be taught as a
little child, he will go into darkness and satanic delusions and will lead others in the same path.

Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain upon
them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of every
defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the
Day of Pentecost.

We are too easily satisfied with our attainments. We feel rich and increased with goods and
know not that we are "wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." Now is the
time to heed the admonition of the True Witness: "I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest
see."

In this life we must meet fiery trials and make costly sacrifices, but the peace of Christ is the
reward. There has been so little self-denial, so little suffering for Christ's sake, that the cross is
almost entirely forgotten. We must be partakers with Christ of His sufferings if we would sit
down in triumph with Him on His throne. So long as we choose the easy path of self-indulgence
and are frightened at self-denial, our faith will never become firm, and we cannot know the peace
of Jesus nor the joy that comes through conscious victory. The most exalted of the redeemed host
that stand before the throne of God and the Lamb, clad in white, know the conflict of
overcoming, for they have come up through great tribulation. Those who have yielded to
circumstances rather than engage in this conflict will not know how to stand in that day when
anguish will be upon every soul, when, though Noah, Job, and Daniel were in the land, they could
save neither son nor daughter, for everyone must deliver his soul by his own righteousness.

No one need say that his case is hopeless, that he cannot live the life of a Christian. Ample
provision is made by the death of Christ for every soul. Jesus is our ever-present help in time of
need. Only call upon Him in faith, and He has promised to hear and answer your petitions.

Oh, for a living, active faith! We need it; we must have it, or we shall faint and fail in the day
of trial. The darkness that will then rest upon our path must not discourage us or drive us to
despair. It is the veil with which God covers His glory when He comes to impart rich blessings.
We should know this by our past experience. In that day when God has a controversy with His
people this experience will be a source of comfort and hope.

It is now that we must keep ourselves and our children unspotted from the world. It is now
that we must wash our robes of character and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. It is
now that we must overcome pride, passion, and spiritual slothfulness. It is now that we must
awake and make determined effort for symmetry of character. "Today if ye will hear His voice,




harden not your hearts." We are in a most trying position, waiting, watching for our Lord's
appearing. The world is in darkness. '"But ye, brethren,' says Paul, "are not in darkness, that
that day should overtake you as a thief." It is ever God's purpose to bring light out of darkness,
joy out of sorrow, and rest out of weariness for the waiting, longing soul.

What are you doing, brethren, in the great work of preparation? Those who are uniting with
the world are receiving the worldly mold and preparing for the mark of the beast. Those who are
distrustful of self, who are humbling themselves before God and purifying their souls by obeying
the truth these are receiving the heavenly mold and preparing for the seal of God in their
foreheads. When the decree goes forth and the stamp is impressed, their character will remain
pure and spotless for eternity.

Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God will never be placed upon the forehead of an
impure man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of the ambitious, world-loving
man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of men or women of false tongues or
deceitful hearts. All who receive the seal must be without spot before God--candidates for heaven.
Go forward, my brethren and sisters. I can only write briefly upon these points at this time,
merely calling your attention to the necessity of preparation. Search the Scriptures for
yourselves, that you may understand the fearful solemnity of the present hour. {5T 212-216}

THE JUDGMENT

“A mere profession of Christ is not enough to prepare one to stand the test of the Judgment.
There should be a perfect trust in God, a childlike dependence upon his promises, and an utter
consecration of self to his will.

God has ever tried his people in the furnace of affliction, in order to prove them firm and true,
and purge them from all unrighteousness. After Abraham had borne the severest test that could
be imposed upon him, God spoke to him by his angel as follows: ""Now I know that thou fearest
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me." {RH, February 19, 1880}

“When speaking to congregations, there is always before me the final judgment, which is to be
held in the presence of the world, when the law of God's government is to be vindicated, His
name glorified, His wisdom acknowledged and testified of as just to believers and unbelievers.
This is not the judgment of one person, nor of a nation, but of a whole world of intelligent beings,
of all orders, of all characters. The judgment takes place first upon the dead, then upon the
living, then the whole universe will be assembled to hear the sentence.” 8MR 244

“God's purpose in giving the third angel's message to the world is to prepare a people to stand

true to Him during the investigative judgment. This is the purpose for which we establish and
maintain our publishing houses, our schools, our sanitariums, hygienic restaurants, treatment

rooms, and food factories. This is our purpeose in carrying forward every line of work in the
cause.” {Ms 154, 1902, p. 4} 1IMR 228

“There is no time now to fill the mind with theories of what is popularly called "higher
education." The time devoted to that which does not tend to assimilate the soul to the likeness of
Christ is so much time lost for eternity. This we cannot afford, for every moment is freighted with
eternal interests. Now, when the great work of judging the living is about to begin, shall we allow
unsanctified ambition to take possession of the heart and lead us to neglect the education
required to meet the needs in this day of peril?

In every case the great decision is to be made whether we shall receive the mark of the beast or
his image, or the seal of the living God. And now, when we are on the borders of the eternal




world, what can be of so much value to us as to be found loyal and true to the God of heaven?
What is there that we should prize above His truth and His law? What education can be given to
the students in our schools that is so necessary as a knowledge of '""What saith the Scriptures?"”
6T 130,131

“Though all nations are to pass in judgment before God, yet He will examine the case of each
individual with as close and searching scrutiny as if there were not another being upon the earth.
Everyone must be tested and found without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work of the atonement. Momentous are the
interests involved therein. The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For many years
this work has been in progress. Soon--none know how soon--it will pass to the cases of the living.”
GC 490

THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE

“Jacob's history is also an assurance that God will not cast off those who have been deceived and
tempted and betrayed into sin, but who have returned unto Him with true repentance. While
Satan seeks to destroy this class, God will send His angels to comfort and protect them in the time
of peril. The assaults of Satan are fierce and determined, his delusions are terrible; but the Lord's
eye is upon His people, and His ear listens to their cries. Their affliction is great, the flames of the
furnace seem about to consume them; but the Refiner will bring them forth as gold tried in the
fire. God's love for His children during the period of their severest trial is as strong and tender as
in the days of their sunniest prosperity; but it is needful for them to be placed in the furnace of
fire; their earthliness must be consumed, that the image of Christ may be perfectly reflected.

The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that can endure weariness, delay,
and hunger--a faith that will not faint though severely tried. The period of probation is granted to
all to prepare for that time....

Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger of falling under the power of
satanic delusions and the decree to compel the conscience. And even if they endure the test they
will be plunged into deeper distress and anguish in the time of trouble, because they have never
made it a habit to trust in God. The lessons of faith which they have neglected they will be forced
to learn under a terrible pressure of discouragement. We should now acquaint ourselves with
God by proving His promises.” GC 621, 622

“The path to freedom from sin is through crucifixion of self, and conflict with the powers of
darkness. Let none be discouraged in view of the severe trials to be met in the time of Jacob's
trouble, which is yet before them. They are to work earnestly, anxiously, not for that time, but for
today. What we want is to have a knowledge of the truth as it is in Christ now, and a personal
experience now. In these precious closing hours of probation, we have a deep and living
experience to gain. We shall thus form characters that will insure our deliverance in the time of
trouble.

The time of trouble is the crucible that is to bring out Christ-like characters. It is designed to
lead the people of God to renounce Satan and his temptations. The last conflict will reveal Satan
to them in his true character, that of a cruel tyrant, and it will do for them what nothing else
could do, up-root him entirely from their affections. For to love and cherish sin, is to love and
cherish its author, that deadly foe of Christ. When they excuse sin and cling to perversity of
character, they give Satan a place in their affections, and pay him homage.” RH, August 12, 1884




